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Mr. Drew Bohan, Executive Director
Commission on State Mandates

980 Ninth Street, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  Request to Postpone Action Concerning:
Request to Amend Parameters and Guidelines
Graduation Requirements, 11-PGA-03 (CSM-4435)
Education Code Sections 51225.3 and 42238.24
Statutes 1983, Chapter 498; Statutes 2010, Chapter 724
Department of Finance, Requestor

Dear Mr. Bohan:

I represent a group of school districts that have formed an organization called the Graduation
Requirements Mandate Resolution Committee (“GRMRC™), and I am writing on behalf of those
districts. They include: San Jose Unified School District; Castrol Valley Unified School District;
Clovis Unified School District; Fullerton Joint Union High School District; Grossmont Union
High School District; Norwalk-LaMirada Unified School District; Poway Unified School
District; and Sweetwater Union High School District. We are requesting that the Commission
postpone any further action on the above request to amend the Graduation Requirements
Parameters and Guidelines, including the filing of responses to the above Request, since the
legality of the underlying statute on which the Request is based is the subject of a Declaratory
Relief action currently pending in the Alameda County Superior Court (California School
Boards Association v. The State of California, Case No. RG11554698, filed January 6, 2011).

In the pending court action, in which the Commission has appeared and filed an answer, the
Petitioner California School Boards Association (“CSBA™) and its Education Legal Alliance
(“ELA”), along with various named school districts (collectively referred to herein as
“Petitioners”), have challenged the legality of AB 1610, Chapter 7724, Statutes of 2010.
Petitioners contend, among other assertions, that newly-adopted section 42238.24 violates the
California Constitution and is unlawful. Should Petitioners prevail in that litigation, it will
render moot the Department of Finance’s request to amend the Parameters and Guidelines in this
matter, along with any Commission action that might be taken to approve such request.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
400 CAFITOL MALL, 27 FLOOR  SACRAMENTC, CALIFORNIA 95814  TELEPHONE (9163 321-4500 FAX (916) 321-4555
1675 CHESTER AVENUE, SUITE 320 BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 93301  TELEPHONE {661} 864-3800 FAX (661) 864-3810
1437 HIGUERA STREET  SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA 93401 TELEPHONE (805) 7864302 FAX (805) 786-4319
www. kmtg.com



Received
September 26, 2011
Commission on
State Mandates

Mr. Drew Bohan, Executive Director

Commission on State Mandates

September 23, 2011

Page 2

The Commission has previously postponed action on various test claim-related issues pending
before it while awaiting the outcome of litigation that challenged an underlying statute or bases
for the filing before the Commission. See, for example, the following:

1. Academic Performance Index (01-TC-22 867/01- San Juan Unified School District) and
School Accountability Report Card IV (01-TC-22A 695/00 - San Juan Unified School
District) — The COSM postponed the test claims until the resolution of the CSBA AB 138
litigation.

2. California Public Records Act (02-TC-51 355/01 — Santa Monica Community College
District and Riverside Unified School District) — Same reason as #1

3. Mandate Reimbursement Process 2 (03-TC-10 890/04 AB 3000 — City of Newport
Beach) — same reason as #1

4. Open Meetings Act 2 (06-TC-01 72/05 — County of Santa Barbara) — same reason as #1

The Department and other interested parties will not suffer any prejudice as a result of such
postponement, since the issue of reimbursement for the increased cost of science teachers has
been the subject of litigation for the past two decades, and the State has yet to fund the bulk of
the mandate claims. Indeed, the Department of Finance filed a writ action that is pending in the
Sacramento County Superior Court that challenges the last action taken by the Commission to
adopt parameters and guidelines. (Department of Finance v. Commission on State Mandates,
Sacramento County Superior Court Case No. 34-2010-80000529, filed 04/30/2010). On the
contrary, postponement is in the public interest, as it will avoid the necessity of filing yet another
round of litigation to challenge any action the Commission might take — either granting the
Request or denying it.

We request that a decision on postponement be made at the earliest possible time. In addition,
we request additional time for filing our response to the Department of Finance’s Request to
avoid any unnecessary expenses.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

KRONICK, MOSKOVITZ, TIEDEMANN & GIRARD
A Law Corporation
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Diana D. Halpenny
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Issue: Graduation Requirements

TO ALL PARTIES AND INTERESTED PARTIES:

Mailing List

Each commission mailing list is continuously updated as requests are received to include or remove any party or person
on the mailing list. A current mailing list is provided with commission correspondence, and a copy of the current mailing
list is available upon request at any time. Except as provided otherwise by commission rule, when a party or interested
party files any written material with the commission concerning a claim, it shall simultaneously serve a copy of the written
material on the parties and interested parties to the claim identified on the mailing list provided by the commission. (Cal.

Code Regs., tit. 2, § 1181.2.)
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Ms. Yazmin Meza Tel: (916)445-0328
Department of Finance Email Yazmin.meza@dof.ca.gov
915 L Street
Sacramento, CA 95814 Fax:
Ms. Donna Ferebee Tel: (916)445-3274
Department of Finance (A-15) Email donna.ferebee@dof.ca.gov
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Sacramento, CA 95814 Fax: (916)323-9584
Mr. Patrick Day Tel: (408)535-6572
San Jose Unified School District Email patrick_day@sjusd.org
855 Lenzen Avenue R
San Jose, CA 95126-2736 Fax:  (408)535-6692
Mr. David E. Scribner Tel: (916)852-8970
Max8550 Email dscribner@max8550.com
2200 Sunrise Boulevard, Suite 240
Gold River, California 95670 Fax:  (916)852-8978
Ms. Jolene Tollenaar Tel: (916)443-9136
MGT of America Email jolene_tollenaar@mgtamer.com
2001 P Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95811 Fax: (916)443-1766
Ms. Andra Donovan Tel: (619)725-5630
San Diego Unified School District Email adonovan@sandi.net
Legal Services Office
4100 Normal Street, Room 2148 Fax:
San Diego, CA 92103
Mr. Arthur Palkowitz Tel: (619)232-3122
Stutz Artiano Shinoff & Holtz Email apalkowitz@stutzartiano.com
2488 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92106 Fax: (619)232-3264
Mr. Matthew Cody Tel: (916)442-2952
Olson Hagel & Fishburn LLP Email matt@olsonhagel.com
555 Capitol Mall, Suite 1425
Sacramento, CA 95814 Fax: (916)442-1280
Mr. Dennis Speciale Tel: (916)324-0254
State Controller's Office (B-08) Email DSpeciale@sco.ca.gov
Division of Accounting and Reporting
3301 C Street, Suite 700 Fax:
Sacramento, CA 95816
Ms. Harmeet Barkschat Tel: (916)727-1350
Mandate Resource Services, LLC Email harmeet@calsdrc.com
5325 Elkhorn Blvd. #307
Fax: (916)727-1734
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Ms. Carol Bingham

California Department of Education (E-08)

Tel:

(916)324-4728

Email cbingham@cde.ca.gov

Fiscal Policy Division
1430 N Street, Suite 5602 Fax:  (916)319-0116
Sacramento, CA 95814
Mr. J. Bradley Burgess Tel: (916)595-2646
MGT of America Email Bburgess@mgtamer.com
895 La Sierra Drive
Sacramento, CA 95864 Fax:
Mr. Mark Rewolinski Tel: (916)471-5516
MAXIMUS Email markrewolinski@maximus.com
625 Coolidge Drive, Suite 100
Folsom, CA 95630 Fax: (916)366-4838
Mr. Jay Lal Tel: (916)324-0256
State Controller's Office (B-08) Email JLal@sco.ca.gov
Division of Accounting & Reporting
3301 C Street, Suite 700 Fax:  (916)323-6527
Sacramento, CA 95816
Mr. Robert Miyashiro Tel: (916)446-7517
Education Mandated Cost Network Email robertm@sscal.com
1121 L Street, Suite 1060
Sacramento, CA 95814 Fax: (916)446-2011
Ms. Beth Hunter Tel: (866)481-2621
Centration, Inc. Email bhunter@centration.com
8570 Utica Avenue, Suite 100
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 Fax: (866)481-2682
Ms. Jill Kanemasu Tel: (916)322-9891
State Controller's Office (B-08) Email jkanemasu@sco.ca.gov
Division of Accounting and Reporting
3301 C Street, Suite 700 Fax:
Sacramento, CA 95816
Ms. Diana Halpenny Tel: (916)321-4500
Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard Email DHalpenny@kmtg.com
400 Capitol Mall, 27th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814 Fax:
Mr. Keith B. Petersen Tel: (916)419-7093
SixTen & Associates Email kbpsixten@aol.com
P.O. Box 340430
Sacramento, CA 95834-0430 Fax:  (916)263-9701
Mr. Jim Spano Tel: (916)323-5849
State Controller's Office (B-08) Email jspano@sco.ca.gov
Division of Audits

Fax: (916)327-0832
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3301 C Street, Suite 700
Sacramento, CA 95816

Ms. Juliana F. Gmur Tel: (916)471-5513

MAXIMUS Email julianagmur@msn.com

2380 Houston Ave

Clovis, CA 93611 Fax:  (916)366-4838

Mr. Christien Brunette Tel: (916)471-5510

MAXIMUS Email christienbrunette@maximus.com
625 Coolidge Drive, Suite 100

Folsom, CA 95630 Fax: (916)366-4838

Mr. Nicolas Schweizer Tel: (916)445-0328

Department of Finance (A-15)

Education Systems Unit
915 L Street, 7th Floor Fax: (916)323-9530

Sacramento, CA 95814

Email nicolas.schweizer@dof.ca.gov

Ms. Sandy Reynolds Tel: (951)303-3034

Reynolds Consulting Group, Inc. Email  sandrareynolds_30@msn.com
P.O. Box 894059

Temecula, CA 92589 Fax:  (951)303-6607

Mr. Thomas Todd Tel: (916)445-3274

Department of Finance (A-15)
Education Systems Unit

915 L Street, 7th Floor Fax:
Sacramento, CA 95814

Email thomas.todd@dof.ca.gov

Mr. Allan Burdick Tel: (916)443-9236

CSAC-SB 90 Service Email allan_burdick@mgtamer.com
2001 P Street, Suite 200

Sacramento, CA 95811 Fax: (916)443-1766
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Govermnor

COMMISSION ON STATE MANDATES

980 NINTH STREET, SUITE 300
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
PHONE: (916) 323-3562

FAX: (916) 445-0278

E-mail: csminfo@csm.ca.gov

DECLARATION OF SERVICE BY EMAIL

I, the undersigned, declare as follows:

I am a resident of the County of Solano and I am over the age of 18 years, and not a party to the
within action. My place of employment is 980 Ninth Street, Suite 300, Sacramento,
California 95814.

On September 30, 2011, I served the:

- Request to Postpone Further Action
Request to Amend Parameters and Guidelines
Graduation Requirements, 11-PGA-03 (CSM-4435)
Education Code Sections 51225.3 and 42238.24
Statutes 1983, Chapter 498; Statutes 2010, Chapter 724
Department of Finance, Requestor

by making it available on the Commission’s website and providing notice of how to locate it to
the email addresses provided on the attached mailing list.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is
true and correct, and that this declaration was executed on September 30, 2011 at Sacramento,

California.

_Palchik
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