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In Re:
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AUDIT REPORT ON SANTA CLARA
COUNTY' S DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
TREATMENT SERVICES

No. 07-9628101-I-01

INCORRECT REDUCTION CLAIM

COMMENTS TO THE DRAFT PROPOSED DECISION

COMMENTS

On February 26,2004, the State Controller's Office (hereinafter'.SCO") issued its

final audit report, and revised it on October 30, 2009, on the County of Santa Clara's

(hereinafter "County") claims for costs incurred based on the legislatively-mandated

Domestic Violence Treatment Services (Test Claim No. CSM-96-281-01; Ch. 183, Stats.

1992) for July 1,1998, through June 30, 2001. The SCO incorrectly reduced the

County's claim of 82,027,291 by 5748,675, thus allowing only 5I,278,616.

The County submitted the Incorrect Reduction Claim ("IRC") in August 2007,

which was received by the Commission on State Mandates ("Commission") on August

15,2007 . Pursuant to direction from the Commission, the County refiled the IRC on
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August 30,2007, which was received by the Commission on September 4,2007. A copy

of the County's cover letter for the refiling is attached hereto as Exhibit A. On

September 7,2007, the County received a letter from the Commission deeming the IRC

filing complete. A copy of the Commission's letter determining completeness is attached

hereto as Exhibit B.

In its Draft Proposed Decision, dated December 22,2015, Commission staff has

concluded that the Commission does not have jurisdiction to hear and decide the IRC

because the IRC was not timely filed. In reaching this conclusion, Commission staff is

using the issuance date of the final audit report, February 26,2004, rather than the date of

the remittance advice, August 3,2006, to measure the three year period for which a

claimant may file a claim pursuant to Section 1 I 85. 1 (c) of Title 2 of the California Code

of Regulations. Section 1185.1(c) states "[a]ll incorrect reduction claims shall be filed

with the Commission no later than three years following the date of the Office of the

State Controller's final state audit report, letter, remittance advice, or other written notice

of adjustment to a reimbursement claim."

The County timely filed the IRC on August 30,2007, which was within three

years of the remittance advice issued August 3,2006, and in accordance with Section

1 1 85.2(a) it was deemed complete by Commission staff on Septemb er 7 , 2007 . lf the

IRC filed by the County had included a remittance advice issued more than three years

prior to the August 30,2007 filing date or, alternatively, if the remittance advice filed by

the County should not have been considered a "remittance advice" of the kind needed to

be filed with the IRC, then the IRC should have been rejected by the Commission in

2007. Instead, Commission staff deemed the IRC complete and effectively waived any
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right to later claim that the IRC was not timely filed. Therefore, the Commission does

have jurisdiction to heard and decide the IRC.

Dated: tl tt lz-orê Respectfully submitted,

ORRY P. KORB
County Counsel

Elizabeth G. Pianca
Lead Deputy County Counsel
Attorneys for County of Santa Clara
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70'West Hedding Street
East Wing, 9'l'Floor
San Jose, California 95110-1770
(408) 2ee-se00
(408)2e2-7240 (FAX)

Ann Miller Ravel
CouxrvCou¡{snr,

rü/inifred Botha
Robert C. Campbell

Laurie F. Faulkner
Assrsr.r¡rr CouNrv Courusn¡,

August 30,2007

Commission on State Mandates
980 Ninth Street, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Refiling of County of Santa Clarans
Violence Treatment Services and Withdrawal of Appeal re Same

Dear Cornmission:

Pursuant to a telephone discussion with Nancy Patton, we are refiling the Inconect
Reduction Claim ("IRC") filed by the County of Santa Clara for Domestic Violence Treatment
Services for the period July 1, 1998 through June 30, 2001. The revised IRC includes the
remittance advice issued by the State Controller on August 3,2006 wherein deductions for the
applicable claims were made.

If the Commission accepts the IRC as timely filed, the County will withdraw its appeal of
the Commission's decision to reject the IRC as not timely filed.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Please contact me if you have any
questions.

Ver! truly yours,

ANN MILLER RAVEL
County

lds
Deputy County Counsel

c: Paula Higashi, Executive Director

sEP 0 4 2007
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ABNOLD SCHWABZENEGG,EB, Gavernor

COMMISSION ON STATE MANDATES
980 N¡NTH STREET, SUITE 3OO

SACHAMENTO, CA 95814
PHONE: (916) 323-3õ62
FAX: (916) 44ã-0278
E-mall: csminfo @csm.ca. gov

September 7,2007

Ms. Lizanne Reynolds
Deputy County Counsel
Office of the County Counsel, Santa Clara County
70 West Hedding Street, East Wing, Ninth Floor
San Jose, CA 951 10

Ms. Ginny Brummels
Division of Accounting and
Reporting
State Controller's Offtce
3301 C Street, Suite 501

Sacramento, CA 95816

Re; Incorrect Reduction Claim
Domestic Violence Treatment Semices, 07-9628 1 0 I -I-0 I
Statutes 1992, Chapter 183

Fiscal Years 1998-1999, 1999-2000, 2000-2001
County of Santa Clara, Claimant

Dear Ms. Reynolds and Ms. Brummels:

On August 15,20A7,the County of Santa Clara filed an incouect reduction ciaim (IRC) with the

Commission on State Mandates (Commission) based on the Domestic VÌolence Treatment
Services program for flrscal years 1998-1999,1999-2000, and 2000-2001. Commission staff
determined that the IRC filing is complete.

Government Code sectionl755l, subdivision ft), requires the Commission to hear and decide

upon claims filed by local agencies and school districts that the State Controller's Office (SCO)

has incorrectly reduced payments to the local agencies or school districts.

SCO Review and Response. Please file the SCO response and supporting documentation
regarding this claim within 90 days of the date of this letter. Please include an explanation of the

reason(s) for the reductions and the computation of reimbursements. All documentary evidence

must be authenticated by declarations under penalty of perjury signed by persons who are

authorized and competent to do so and be based on the declarant's personal knowledge,

information or belief. The Commission's regulations also require that the responses (opposition or

recommendation) filed with the Commission be simultaneously served on the claimants and their
designated representatives, and accompanied by a proof of service (Cal. Code Regs. , tit. 2,

$ l 18s.0r).

The failure of the SCO to respond within this 90-day timeline shall not cause the Commission to

delay consideration of this IRC.

Claimant's Rebuttal. Upon receipt of the SCO response, the claimant and interested parties

may file rebuttals. The rebuttals are due 30 days from the service date of the response.

Prehearing Conference. A prehearing conference will be scheduled if requested.



Public Hearing and Staff Analysis. The public hearing on this claim will be scheduled after

the record closes. A staff analysis will be issued on the IRC at least eight weeks prior to the
public hearing.

Dismissal of Incorrect Reduction Claims. Under section 1188.31 of the Commission's
regulations, IRCs may be dismissed if posþoned or placed on inactive status by the claimant for
more than one year. Prior to dismissing a claim, the Commission will provide 60 days notice

and opportunity for the claimant to be heard on the proposed dismissal.

Please contact Victoria Soriano at (916) 323-8213 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

PAULA HIGASHI
Executive Director

cc: David G, Elledge, Controller-Treasurer
Enclosure: Incorrect Reduction Claim Filing - (SCO only)
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COMMISSION ON STATE MANDATES

Mailing List
Last Updated: 1/11/16

Claim Number: 079628101I01

Matter: Domestic Violence Treatment Services

Claimant: County of Santa Clara

TO ALL PARTIES, INTERESTED PARTIES, AND INTERESTED PERSONS:
Each commission mailing list is continuously updated as requests are received to include or
remove any party or person on the mailing list. A current mailing list is provided with commission
correspondence, and a copy of the current mailing list is available upon request at any time. Except
as provided otherwise by commission rule, when a party or interested party files any written
material with the commission concerning a claim, it shall simultaneously serve a copy of the
written material on the parties and interested parties to the claim identified on the mailing list
provided by the commission. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 1181.3.)

Socorro Aquino, State Controller's Office
Division of Audits, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3227522
SAquino@sco.ca.gov

Lacey Baysinger, State Controller's Office
Division of Accounting and Reporting, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3240254
lbaysinger@sco.ca.gov

Danielle Brandon, Budget Analyst, Department of Finance
915 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4453274
danielle.brandon@dof.ca.gov

Allan Burdick, 
7525 Myrtle Vista Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95831
Phone: (916) 2033608
allanburdick@gmail.com

Gwendolyn Carlos, State Controller's Office
Division of Accounting and Reporting, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3230706
gcarlos@sco.ca.gov

Annette Chinn, Cost Recovery Systems,Inc.
7052 East Bidwell Street, #294, Folsom, CA 95630
Phone: (916) 9397901
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achinncrs@aol.com

Marieta Delfin, State Controller's Office
Division of Accounting and Reporting, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3224320
mdelfin@sco.ca.gov

Eric Feller, Commission on State Mandates
980 9th Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 3233562
eric.feller@csm.ca.gov

Donna Ferebee, Department of Finance
915 L Street, Suite 1280, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4453274
donna.ferebee@dof.ca.gov

Susan Geanacou, Department of Finance 
915 L Street, Suite 1280, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4453274
susan.geanacou@dof.ca.gov

Dillon Gibbons, Legislative Representative, California Special Districts Association
1112 I Street Bridge, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4427887
dillong@csda.net

Justyn Howard, Program Budget Manager, Department of Finance
915 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4451546
justyn.howard@dof.ca.gov

Edward Jewik, County of Los Angeles 
AuditorController's Office, 500 W. Temple Street, Room 603, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 9748564
ejewik@auditor.lacounty.gov

Jill Kanemasu, State Controller's Office
Division of Accounting and Reporting, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3229891
jkanemasu@sco.ca.gov

Jay Lal, State Controller's Office (B08)
Division of Accounting & Reporting, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3240256
JLal@sco.ca.gov

Geoffrey Neill, Senior Legislative Analyst, Revenue & Taxation, California State
Association of Counties (CSAC)
1100 K Street, Suite 101, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 3277500
gneill@counties.org

Andy Nichols, Nichols Consulting
1857 44th Street, Sacramento, CA 95819
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Phone: (916) 4553939
andy@nicholsconsulting.com

Christian Osmena, Department of Finance
915 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4450328
christian.osmena@dof.ca.gov

Arthur Palkowitz, Artiano Shinoff & Holtz, APC
2488 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92106
Phone: (619) 2323122
apalkowitz@sashlaw.com

Keith Petersen, SixTen & Associates
P.O. Box 340430, Sacramento, CA 958340430
Phone: (916) 4197093
kbpsixten@aol.com

Elizabeth Pianca, Deputy County Counsel, County of Santa Clara
Claimant Representative
70 West Hedding Street, East Wing, 9th Floor, San Jose, CA 951101770
Phone: (408) 2995920
elizabeth.pianca@cco.sccgov.org

Jai Prasad, County of San Bernardino
Office of AuditorController, 222 West Hospitality Lane, 4th Floor, San Bernardino, CA
924150018
Phone: (909) 3868854
jai.prasad@atc.sbcounty.gov

Carla Shelton, Commission on State Mandates
980 9th Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 3276490
carla.shelton@csm.ca.gov

Jim Spano, Chief, Mandated Cost Audits Bureau, State Controller's Office
Division of Audits, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3235849
jspano@sco.ca.gov

Dennis Speciale, State Controller's Office
Division of Accounting and Reporting, 3301 C Street, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA 95816
Phone: (916) 3240254
DSpeciale@sco.ca.gov

Evelyn Suess, Principal Program Budget Analyst, Department of Finance
Local Government Unit, 915 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 4453274
evelyn.suess@dof.ca.gov
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