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WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE
DIVISION 9. PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICES
PART 5. COUNTY AID AND RELIEF TO INDIGENTS
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
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8 17000.5. General assistance standard of aid; definitions; adjustments

(a) The board of supervisors in any county may adopt a general assistance standard of aid,
including the value of in-kind aid which includes, but is not limited to, the monthly actuarial
value of up to forty dollars ($40) per month of medical care, that is 62 percent of a guideline that
is equal to the 1991 federal official poverty line and may annually adjust that guideline in an
amount equal to any adjustment provided under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11200) of
Part 3 for establishing a maximum aid level in the county. This subdivision is not intended to
either limit or expand the extent of the duty of counties to provide health care.

(b) The adoption of a standard of aid pursuant to this section shall constitute a sufficient standard
of aid.

(c) For purposes of this section, “federal official poverty line” means the same as it is defined in
subsection (2) of Section 9902 of Title 42 of the United States Code.

(d) For purposes of this section, “any adjustment” includes, and, prior to the addition of this
subdivision, included statutory increases, decreases, or reductions in the maximum aid level in
the county under the Aid to Families with Dependent Children program contained in Chapter 2
(commencing with Section 11200) of Part 3.

(e) In the event that adjustments pursuant to Section 11450.02 are not made, the amounts
established pursuant to subdivision (a) may be adjusted to reflect the relative cost of housing in
various counties as follows:

(1) Reduced by 1.5 percent in the Counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Los Angeles, San Diego,
Santa Barbara, Sonoma, and Ventura.

(2) Reduced by 3 percent in the Counties of San Luis Obispo, Nevada, Sierra, Monterey, Napa,
Solano, Riverside, San Bernardino, Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Inyo, Kern, Mariposa, Mono,
and Tuolumne.

(3) Reduced by 4.5 percent in the Counties of Stanislaus, Imperial, EI Dorado, Placer,
Sacramento, Yolo, Humboldt, San Benito, Del Norte, Fresno, Lake, Mendocino, Shasta, Trinity,
Butte, Merced, Tulare, San Joaquin, Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Siskiyou, Tehama, Kings, Madera,
Colusa, Glenn, Sutter, and Yuba.

(Added by Stats.1991, c. 91 (A.B.948), § 34, eff. June 30, 1991, amended by Stats.1992, c. 719
(A.B.1012), 8 13, eff. Sept. 15, 1992; Stats.1992, c. 721 (A.B.2883), § 1, eff. Sept. 15, 1992;
Stats.1992, c. 722 (S.B.485), § 139, eff. Sept. 15, 1992; Stats.1996, c. 6 (S.B.681), § 7.)

Current as of 01/01/2021



Welfare and Institutions
J\CSM Ref (Blue Binder)\W & | Code\Welfare and Institutions 2021 (linked TOC).docx

§ 17000.6. Reduced standard of aid

(a) The board of supervisors of any county may adopt a standard of aid below the level
established in Section 17000.5 if the Commission on State Mandates makes a finding that
meeting the standards in Section 17000.5 would result in a significant financial distress to the
county. When the commission makes a finding of significant financial distress concerning a
county, the board of supervisors may establish a level of aid which is not less than 40 percent of
the 1991 federal official poverty level, which may be further reduced pursuant to Section
17001.5 for shared housing. The commission shall not make a finding of significant financial
distress unless the county has made a compelling case that, absent the finding, basic county
services, including public safety, cannot be maintained.

(b) Upon receipt of a written application from a county board of supervisors, the commission
may make a finding of financial distress for a period of up to 36 months pursuant to regulations
that are necessary to implement this section, which shall be adopted by the commission. The
period of reduction may be renewed by the commission upon reapplication by the county. Any
county that filed an application or reapplication that was approved for a period of up to 12
months by the commission on or before December 31, 1996, shall be deemed to have had that
application or reapplication approved for a period of 36 months. If the period of financial distress
is delayed by court action, the period shall be tolled during that delay.

(c) As part of the decisionmaking process, the commission shall notice and hold a public hearing
on the county’s application or reapplication in the county of application. The commission shall
provide a 30-day notice of the hearing in the county of application or reapplication. The
commission shall notify the applicant county of its preliminary decision within 60 days after
receiving the application and final decision within 90 days after receiving the application. If a
county files an application while another county’s application is pending, the commission may
extend both the preliminary decision period up to 120 days and the final decision period up to
150 days from the date of the application and any current period of significant financial distress
of the applicant county that has been set pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be extended for the
same period.

(d) This section shall not be construed to eliminate the requirement that a county provide aid
pursuant to Section 17000.

(e) Any standard of aid adopted pursuant to this section shall constitute a sufficient standard of
aid.

(f) A county board of supervisors may continue the standard of aid adopted under this section
beyond the period in subdivision (b), irrespective of whether the county has applied for or
received a renewal of the authority to reduce aid as permitted by subdivision (b), provided the
county acts in accordance with all of the following:

(1) The county may not prohibit an employable individual from receiving aid under this part for
less than six months in a 12-month period, whether or not the months are consecutive. If an
employable individual has taken and continues to take all steps to apply for appropriate positions
and has not refused an offer of employment without good cause, a county shall extend aid until
the individual has received aid for nine months in a 12-month period. The time limit provided in
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this paragraph shall begin for each employable individual at the time the employable individual
is enrolled in the mandatory welfare-to-work program set forth in paragraph (2).

(2) The county shall, within six months of the county’s implementation of this subdivision,
require employable individuals to participate while on aid under this part in services equivalent
to the welfare-to-work program provided for pursuant to Article 3.2 (commencing with Section
11320) of Chapter 2 of Part 3. Employable individuals shall participate in this program as a
condition of eligibility for aid under this part.

(3) This subdivision shall not be construed to give preference to recipients of benefits under this
part for welfare-to-work services under Article 3.2 (commencing with Section 11320) of Chapter
2 of Part 3.

(g) The commission may adopt emergency regulations for the implementation of this section.

(Added by Stats.1993, c. 72 (S.B.1033), § 1, amended by Stats.1996, c. 6 (S.B.681), § 8;
Stats.1996, c. 206 (S.B.1780), § 33, eff. July 22, 1996; Stats.1998, c. 329 (A.B.2779), § 30, eff.
Aug. 21, 1998.)
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